Elmira Mennonite Church Vol. 82 No. 12
58 Church St. W., EImira, ON N3B 1N2 March 22, 2026

Worship Service: prelude begins at 9:20 am; worship begins at 9:30 am.

Note: Hearing devices are available — please ask an usher.

ALL AGES are welcome in our worship service! For little hands, activity bags
are in the foyer, and activities in the “AMEN Corner” behind the piano.

Fellowship time follows the service in the basement. All are welcome.

LENT FIVE
Dwelling in the DISSONANCE
Prelude 599 HWB, (medley including VT 664, 740, 590)
VT 392, VT 327, VT 682 Fern, Pianist
Gathering
Song Gathered Here VT 3

Andy, Song Leader

Words of Welcome and Announcements Christine, Worship Leader

Invocation
All: Welcome Lent -
One: terrible dissonance, as we condemn the Human One.
All: Welcome lament and confession
One: as the story comes undone.
All: Welcome holy mystery
One: that even this can find a place in the tale of God’s salvation.
All: Welcome suffering love and grace.

Silent Interlude
Call to Worship
One: Here we are.

It is still Lent and we may wish to skip this part.
We don’t really want to remember the violence
or hear the horrible cries, “Crucify! Crucify!”
We get enough of that from the news.
And we really don’t want to think
that we might be among those voices,
or consider our own complicity in such things.
But it is Lent.
So we are here.
And we tell the story again,

trusting that God will meet us in it.
Opening Prayer

Song Ah, Holy Jesus (vs. 1) VT 330
Drama: A Religious leader’s truth

Song Ah, Holy Jesus (vs. 2) VT 330
Praising, Adoring, Thanking

Song Let There Be Light VT 714

Confessing Sin & Receiving Assurance of Forgiveness
Prayer of Confession
Hymn of Assurance
Sharing Time
Congregational Prayer
Offering Prayer
Coin Collection in support of Karis Disability Services Family Camp
Song Grant us God the Grace of Giving VT 746
Moments for the Young and the Young at Heart Alison Notzold
Proclaiming God’s Word
Song Because the Words We Wait to Hear (4x) VT 406
Scripture John 19: 1-16a
Message The Dissonance of Complicity and Innocence
Pastor Kara

(Candle extinguished followed by silent sermon reflection)
Hymn Joyful is the Dark (vs. 1,2,4,5) VT 281
Blessing/Sending
Benediction

All Will Be Well VT 586

Pastor Kara

**Livestream ends**
Congregational Sharing & Prayer in Sanctuary Pastor Kara
Sending Song Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (vs. 1) VT 812

*A Religious Leader’s TrULN ....ooocuiii ettt ettt Jeff



Future Glimpses - Lent through Easter

Sunday, March 29 Palm Sunday
9:30 am Pastor Kara preaching —John 19: 16b-22; John 12: 12-27

11am Faith Formation

Maundy Thursday, Apr. 2

6 pm Christian Seder Meal, a meal that uses the foods of the Jewish
Passover supper to tell the story of God's grace, hosted by Worship
Resource Team in the Basement Fellowship Hall. To ensure that a

place is set for you and that enough food is prepared, please sign up

on the ramp bulletin board. Sign up also to help with set up and
clean up.
Good Friday, Apr. 3
Good Friday service with communion and footwashing
Men’s Choir (rehearsals on Sundays immediately following worship
service: March 22, 29)
Easter Sunday, April 5
Sunrise Service, led by EMC youth
Easter Breakfast
9:30 am Pastor Kara preaching
Easter Choir (rehearsals on Tuesdays at 7 pm: March 24, 31)

EMC Happenings

Worship Service in-person & live-streamed (9:30 am)

Faith Formation class for children (11 am; 1B)

Sun., Mar. 22 Faith Formation for Jr. and Sr. youth (11 am; MPR)

Adult Faith Formation — Q&A on mental wellness, led by
Andy & Colleen (11 am; BFH)

Private booking (11 am; BFH)

Mon., Mar. 23 Private booking (3:30 pm; 1C)

Young Women’s Small Group (7:30 pm; ZOOM)

Small Group (10 am; BR)

Private booking (1 pm; 1C/BR)

Tues., Mar. 24
Children’s choir (6:30 pm; MPR)

Easter choir rehearsal (7 pm; S)

Men’s coffee (10:30 am; Golf Course restaurant)

Women'’s coffee (10:30 am; Rita’s home)

Wed., Mar. 25
Small Group (1 pm; BR)

Small Group (7:30 pm)

Thurs., Mar. 26 Private booking (1:45 pm; 1C)

Fri., Mar. 27 Small group (9:30 am; BR)

4-Church ... and Beyond ...Youth Events

Fri.,, Mar. | Jr. & Sr. Youth Pizza (6:30 pm) and Games (until 8:30 pm), hosted
27 at Floradale MC. Bring board games and indoor shoes.

MCEC youth (grades 6-12), 2-4:30 pm, RMC - games, sports,
scavenger hunt and snack. Details and registration: this form.
Contact: Kathryn (kathryn@hillcresstmc.ca)

Sun., Apr.
12



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeAZkYSKxjlRXhGJF_lPoy_Bu_nE_wva8swPQpoW_NX_FDHXQ/viewform?usp=dialog
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