
 

Elmira Mennonite Church Vol. 81 No. 41 
58 Church St. W., Elmira, ON N3B 1N2 October 26, 2025 
Worship Service: prelude begins at 9:20 am; worship begins at 9:30 am. 
Note: Hearing devices are available – please ask an usher. 
ALL AGES are welcome in our worship service!  For little hands, activity bags are 

available in the foyer, and there are quiet activities in the “AMEN Corner” behind 
the piano.  

Fellowship time follows the service in the basement.  All are welcome. 

 
 

What Is Truth? 
 
 
 

Prelude   CD 
Gathering 
Gathering Hymn  God of our Strength VT 47  
    Darla, Song Leader 
Words of Welcome   Marianne, Worship Leader 
 Announcements  
Lighting the Christ Candle  
 Silent Preparation for Worship  
Call to Worship  (VT 851) 

Leader: Jesus calls us to praise and prayer, to song and silence; 
People: Jesus calls us to worship. 
Leader: Jesus calls us to hearing and healing, to service and solidarity; 
People: Jesus calls us to love. 
Leader: Jesus calls us to advocacy and action, to protest and provision; 
People: Jesus calls us to justice. 
Leader: We hear the call of Christ. 
All: We worship together with joy. 

Opening Prayer  
Praising, Adoring, Thanking 
Scripture Psalm 46   
Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth (vs. 1,2,5) VT 120 
Confessing Sin/Receiving Assurance (VT 979) 

Leader: Gracious God, we celebrate life. Your creation bursts with 
beauty and mystery, with seasons that are both predictable and 

surprising. We thank you for new lives, changing lives, busy 
lives, and slowing lives. We pray for those of us who are leaning 
toward the end of life. 

People: Grant us patience 
Leader: when our steps are halting, painful or impossible. 
People: Grant us understanding 
Leader: when the world is changing all around us, too much and too 

fast. 
People: Grant us peace 
Leader: when loss overwhelms and we feel alone. 
People: Grant us healing 
Leader: for our worn bodies, our aching hearts, and our troubled spirits. 
People: Grant us grace 
Leader: when the past bogs us down and fills us with regret. 
People: Grant us love 
Leader: when we fear for the future of the world and our loved ones. 
People: Grant us joy 
Leader: as we celebrate the gift of life and anticipate the day when we 

will see you face-to-face. 
All: Take our hands, O God, and lead us home. Amen 

Hymn  God of the Bible VT 420 
Sharing Time  
Congregational Prayer  Pastor Kara 
Special Music Jesus, Lover of My Soul (VT 659)

   Darrell, Matthew  
Offering Prayer 
Coin Offering – Elmira WRDSB elementary Nutrition for Learning programs 
 Song  There’s Enough for All (3x) VT 757 
Moments for the Young and Young at Heart Alison  
Proclaiming & Hearing God’s Word  
Hymn Let There Be Light (vs. 1) VT 714 
Scripture John 8: 31-36   
Message What Is Truth? Pastor Kara 
Hymn O Christ, Impart Your Teaching True VT 583 
Blessing/Sending 
Benediction    Pastor Kara 

**Livestream ends** 
Congregational Sharing and Prayer in sanctuary 
Sending Song  Go, My Children (vs. 1,3) VT 830 



 
Future Glimpses 

Sunday, November 2  
9:30 am Pastor Kara preaching 
11 am Faith Formation for all ages. In the adult class, Dr. Martha Taylor, a 

local MAiD Practioner will speak to issues such as who qualifies for 
MAiD and how the process unfolds.  

Sunday, November 9  
9:30 am Gord Alton preaching 
11 am Faith Formation for all ages. In the adult class, Gord Alton, a 

hospice spiritual care provider, will lead a session on God and 
Suffering, with a focus on what we can learn from the dying. 

Sunday, November 16  
9:30 am Pastor Kara preaching 
11 am Faith Formation for all ages. In the adult class, Peter W. will lead a 

session on Ethics and Issues: Who is Concerned about MAiD, and 
Why. 

Sunday, November 23 Eternity Sunday is a tradition with a long history, an 
opportunity to mark the eternal reign of God, remember loved 
ones who have been received into God's eternal peace and love, 
and turn our hearts toward the eternity that approaches each of 
us. On this Sunday we have an opportunity to acknowledge with 
candle lighting those who have passed on in the past year from 
within our congregation:  Sally Elizabeth.  If you have lost a loved 
one this year and would like to name them in the service and light 
a candle, please contact the office by Wednesday, Nov. 12. 

9:30 am Pastor Kara preaching 
11 am Faith Formation for all ages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMC Happenings 

Sun., Oct. 26 

Worship Service, in-person & live-streamed (9:30 am)  
Faith Formation classes for children & Jr. youth (11 am) 
Sr. Youth and Adult Faith Formation - Theological and 

Pastoral Responses to MAiD with Dan Epp Tiessen 
(joining by ZOOM), a retired Canadian Mennonite 

University professor (11 am; BFH) 
Private booking (12 pm; BFH, K) 

Mon., Oct. 27 
Private booking (1 pm; BFH, K) 
Private booking (3:30 pm; 1C) 

Tues., Oct. 28 
Private booking (10:30 am; BR) 

Executive Team (6 pm; BR) 
Children’s choir (6:30 pm; MPR) 

Thurs., Oct. 30 

Private booking (1:45 pm; 1C) 
Faith Formation Team (6:30 pm; BR) 

Praise Band practice (7 pm; S) 
Small Group (7:30 pm) 

Fri., Oct. 31 Small group (9:30 am; BR) 

4-Church Youth Events 

Nov. 14-15 Fall Overnight Retreat (Floradale MC) 
Sat., Dec. 6 Mystery Christmas Dinner (12-3 pm; St. Jacobs MC) 

Photo Source: https://www.google.com/search?q=truth 


