
 

Elmira Mennonite Church Vol. 82 No. 10 
58 Church St. W., Elmira, ON N3B 1N2 March 8, 2026 
Worship Service: prelude begins at 9:20 am; worship begins at 9:30 am. 
Note: Hearing devices are available – please ask an usher. 
ALL AGES are welcome in our worship service!  For little hands, activity bags 

are in the foyer, and activities in the “AMEN Corner” behind the piano.  
Fellowship time follows the service in the basement.  All are welcome. 

 
 LENT THREE 

 

Dwelling in the 
DISSONANCE 

 
Prelude VT 740, 642, 625, 595, 505, 643 Fern, Pianist  
Gathering   
Song  Gathered Here (x2) VT 3                            
  Jamie, Song Leader 
Words of Welcome and Announcements     Gloria, Worship Leader 
Invocation (unison) 

Welcome Lent. 
Welcome mystery. 
Welcome failure? 
Welcome fear?! 
Welcome lessons of regret. 
Welcome grace—ever near. 
Welcome questions we’re avoiding. 
Welcome notes of dissonance. 
Welcome truth. Welcome courage. 
Welcome Jesus’ steadfastness. 

Silent Interlude 
Call to Worship 

One: Confident, hesitant, maybe just tired, 
All: we come to worship. 
One: Wanting to follow but not always sure how. Embarrassed by the 

ways we’ve fallen short, 
All: we come anyway. 

One: Seeking, hurting, longing, needing, 
All: we come. 
One: When hopes are high, and dreams are bright, when hopes are 

dashed, and the world is not all right, 
All: We come again. We keep coming. 
One: Ready or not, here we are. 
All: Come, Jesus. Come and meet us. 

Opening Prayer 
Song There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (vs. 1) VT 156 
Drama: Peter’s Story* 
Song There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (vs. 1) VT 156 
Praising, Adoring, Thanking 
Song Just a Closer Walk with Thee VT 743 
Confessing Sin & Receiving Assurance of Forgiveness 
Prayer of Confession   
Hymn of Assurance  Don’t Be Afraid VT 596 
Sharing Time 
Congregational Prayer   Pastor Kara               
Offering Prayer 

Coin Collection in support of Karis Disability Services Family Camp 
Song Grant us God the Grace of Giving     VT 746     
Moments for the Young and the Young at Heart                         Alison  
Proclaiming God’s Word  
Song  Fill Us With Your Feast (vs. 1) VT 309 
Scripture John 18: 12-27 
Message Standing Up and Standing Back  Pastor Kara                                

(Candle extinguished followed by silent sermon reflection) 
Hymn Breathe on Me, Breath of God VT 737 
Blessing/Sending 
Benediction  
 **Livestream ends** 
Congregational Sharing & Prayer in Sanctuary Pastor Kara 
Sending Song Go, My Children (vs. 1) VT 830 
*Peter’s story:  
Peter.................................................................................................................... James  

 

 



 
Future Glimpses – Lent through Easter 

Sunday, March 15 Lent 4 
9:30 am  Sherri, Lay Preacher – Submission and Power – John 18: 28-40 
11 am Faith Formation  
Sunday, March 22 Lent 5  
9:30 am  Pastor Kara preaching – Complicity and Innocence – John 19: 1-16a 
11 am Faith Formation 
Sunday, March 29 Palm Sunday 
9:30 am  Pastor Kara preaching – John 19: 16b-22; John 12: 12-27 
11 am Faith Formation 
Maundy Thursday, Apr. 2 
6 pm  Christian Seder Meal, in the Basement Fellowship Hall.  Everyone is 

welcome for this meal that tells the story of God's grace in history 
and calls the participants to experience and share in the story as 
their own story. Please sign up on the ramp bulletin board. 

Good Friday, Apr. 3 
 Good Friday service with communion and footwashing 
 Men’s Choir – sign up on the ramp bulletin board (Rehearsals on 

Sundays immediately following worship service: March 15, 22, 29) 
Easter Sunday, April 5 
 Sunrise Service, led by EMC youth 
 Easter Breakfast 
9:30 am  Pastor Kara preaching 
 Easter Choir – sign up on the ramp bulletin board. (Rehearsals on 

Tuesdays at 7 pm: March 10, 17, 24, 31) 
Photo Source: https://www.google.com/search?q=dwelling+in+the+dissonance... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMC Happenings 

Sun., Mar. 8 
Lent 3 

Worship Service in-person & live-streamed (9:30 am)  
Faith Formation class for children (11 am; 1B)  

Faith Formation for Jr. and Sr. youth (11 am; MPR) to 
discuss Lent and work on a comforter. 

Adult Faith Formation – discussion on the Assoc. Pastor 
job description, led by ET  (11 am; BFH) 

Mon., Mar. 9 
Private booking (3:30 pm; 1C) 

Young Women’s Small Group (7:30 pm; ZOOM) 

Tues., Mar. 10 
Small Group (12 pm; BR) 

Children’s choir (6:30 pm; 1C) 

Wed., Mar. 11 

Men’s coffee (10:30 am; Golf Course restaurant) 
Women’s coffee (10:30 am; Rita’s home) 

Small Group (1:30 pm; K, MPR) 
Pastoral Care Team (7 pm; BR) 

Small Group (7:30 pm) 

Thurs., Mar. 12 
Private booking (1:45 pm; 1C) 
Praise Band practice (7 pm; S) 

Fri., Mar. 13 Small group (9:30 am; BR) 

4-Church … and Beyond …Youth Events 
Fri., Mar. 27 Jr. & Sr. Youth Pizza and Games, hosted at Floradale MC 

Sun., Apr. 12 

For MCEC youth in the KW area and beyond, Sunday, April 
12, 2-4:30 pm, Rockway Mennonite Collegiate. Connect with 
other youth (grades 6-12) through games, sports, scavenger 

hunt and snack. Details and registration here: this form. 
Contact: Kathryn (kathryn@hillcresstmc.ca) 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=dwelling+in+the+dissonance
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeAZkYSKxjlRXhGJF_lPoy_Bu_nE_wva8swPQpoW_NX_FDHXQ/viewform?usp=dialog

